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Risk-benefit Assessment Form
There is no legal requirement to eliminate or minimise risk, even where children are concerned.’

Managing Risk in Play Provision: implementation guide

Key distinctions

This risk-benefit assessment template is formatted to take account of a key distinction made in the HSE-endorsed ‘Managing Risk in Play Provision: implementation guide’.  That distinction is between:

· technical inspections and 
· value-based risk-benefit assessment. 
The template can be used in its present form, or amended as required.  The overarching purpose of this form is to embed within risk assessment and risk management practice the key distinctions made above.   

Not intended to be onerous 

The risk-benefit assessment process recommended in the HSE-endorsed ‘Managing Risk in Play Provision: implementation guide’ makes clear that:

‘Risk-benefit assessment builds on current practice, and is not about adding to bureaucracy’.
The risk-benefit assessment form

How to use this form
The two templates below separate the recording of technical information from value-based, risk-benefit judgments.   The final judgment about a feature will be the result of considering both aspects of the assessment. 

This form first asks for technical information, and then turns to value-based, risk-benefit judgments.  It is possible and acceptable to undertake the two different assessments in the opposite order.  

By way of example: your organisation may have come to an in principle decision that, as a matter of policy, swings in trees are a good thing and should be allowed in parks, playgrounds and other spaces.   In the case of a particular tree, however, an assessment will need to be made of, for example, the strength of the branches.  This is the area of technical assessment. 

Given that the tree is determined as suitable for climbing, then a further judgment (risk-benefit assessment) will need to be made about, for example, the position of the swing on the particular branch already assessed as technically suitable.  This will involve a judgment about, for example, how likely it is that a child will fall, the likely consequences of a fall, and the benefits of swinging from trees, and indeed the benefits that might be derived from falling from trees.


Note: this design risk-benefit assessment does not replace, but can feed into, the provider’s risk-benefit assessment. 

These should  be considered alongside the proposed maintenance  schedule.
Technical information

	Type of specialism /

knowledge required?
	Organisation/

individual 

conducting assessment 
	Assessment

1.  Acceptable/No action required

2.  Remedial action required

3.  Not usable


	Remedial action proposed, if any

	Common sense/qualified by experience


	
	
	

	Other specialist:
	
	
	

	Other specialist:
	
	
	


Note: any reports should be appended to this form or filed with it.

Value-based, risk-benefit assessment 

	Benefits 
	Comments

	Examples only:

Pleasure 

Development of self-confidence and well-being

Engagement with natural environment and natural elements

Learning through experience: accidents from which one might learn

Mixing between different age ranges
Learning about natural materials, processes and how they change with the weather

Manual skill development and sensory awareness

Construction skills and knowledge relating to water courses, gradients, water tables, irrigation etc.
	


	Risks
	Comments

	Examples only:

- Risk of more serious injuries/fatalities eg drowning, head/neck injuries
- Risk of minor injuries and long bone fractures

	 


	Relevant local factors 
	Comments

	Examples only:

Feature, site accessible out of school hours
Feature, site accessible to cats, dogs, foxes
Parental anxieties

Local authority views/procedures

	


	Options 
	Comments (Pros and cons)

	Examples only:

Allow/facilitate activity

Curtail or limit activity

Take measures to counter parental  anxieties
Establish ground rules and ensure these are generally understood
Check regularly
	.


	Precedents/comparisons if appropriate
	Comments

	Examples only:

Other schools and public parks have sand play areas

	


	Risk-benefit judgment 
	Comments

	The assessor should select a judgement from the options stated on the previous page. 
JUDGEMENT:
	Any adjustments to be made to manage the hazards/potential hazards  to be listed here. Any comments re monitoring/reviewing the feature and/or the assessment to be listed here.



Proposed sand play area maintenance and inspection schedule

	Item
	Feature
	Task
	Every day
	Every two weeks
	Every term
	Annually

	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Tick appropriate:





Design risk benefit assessment			          SITE/FEATURE: 





Post installation risk benefit assessment	          	          COMPLETED BY: 





							           DATE:
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